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Introduction
Presenting today: Denice Garell-Teti

OAPCE Director for Halton
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Who is OAPCE?

•Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education

•Provides a voice for parents who share a common goal in 
supporting the continuation and preservation of publicly 
funded Catholic Education in the province of Ontario

•OAPCE BOD volunteers represent different regions across   
Ontario. 

•Long history of parent engagement 





What Do We Do? 
• Representatives on MOE’s initiatives and working tables

• Equal partner on the Institute of Catholic Education (ICE) Board of 
Directors, Curriculum Review

• Work with many Catholic education partners

• Provide a parent perspective to the provincial media including the 
Catholic register, Salt and Light TV

• Invite Catholic parents across the province to participate in our 
annual conference and AGM and other events

• The Board of Directors (regional) accomplishes all work as 
volunteers



• Paid membership by Regions and School Boards 
wanting representation at our table

• Annual Operating grant from the Ministry of 
Education

• Donations

OAPCE FUNDING



Catholic District School Board 
Members

•Algonquin & Lakeshore
•Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
•Bruce-Grey 
•Dufferin-Peel
•Durham
•Halton
•Hamilton- Wentworth
•Huron-Perth                                                  
•Huron-Superior
•Kenora
•Niagara
•Nipissing-Parry Sound
•Northwest
•Renfrew County
•Sudbury
•Superior North
•Toronto
•Waterloo
•Wellington
•Windsor-Essex
•York
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OAPCE Representative Role 
•As per the Ministry of Education Regulation 612 of the Education 
Act, in the Ontario Catholic School Council, an OAPCE liaison 
representative must be appointed in the following 2 ways: 

•Catholic School Parent Council can appoint a parent 

•OR

•Catholic School Parent Council Chair/Vice Chair fulfils this role



Your Role as an OAPCE Rep. 
•Be a conduit of information and provide contact between your 
school council and OAPCE

•Join, follow and share OAPCE on Facebook, Twitter and email

•Attend all Parent Council meetings and act as the voice of OAPCE to 
report on OAPCE news/events

•Share information with your community: school, parish, and family

•Share success stories from your schools: informative engagement 
event(s), exceptional student performance, etc.

•Promote and attend the annual OAPCE Conference and AGM and 
other OAPCE events



OAPCE Welcomes ALL Parents

•Parent participation at all levels is always 
welcome

•Webinars, surveys, workshops, positive social 
media, designate yourself as an English Separate 
school supporter, attend the annual OAPCE AGM 
and Conferences.

•Parents are encouraged to use the events as a way 
to network with other like-minded parents in the 
community



FAQ’s
Where can I find the OAPCE bylaws and financials?
•Bylaws are found on the website and provide other important information 
about the organization and its governance.

What experience is required to be an OAPCE rep?
•No experience necessary; however, should you have a skill or talent that 
you think we could use, please let us know.

Can I serve elementary school and high school positions 
as an OAPCE rep?
•Technically yes, however, you must go through the appointment process at 
both schools.



When should I apply for an OAPCE rep?
•Typically it is at the beginning of the school year, but talk to your parent 
council as the spot may be vacant, or the chair may be taking on the extra 
responsibility.

What is OAPCE’s central mandate?
Our mandate is to share information with parents, to have them better 
informed of local school board and Ministry of Education policies. As 
advocates for Catholic Education, by providing proper information and 
resources for parents, we support them to help their children succeed in 
school and their success is success for Catholic Education. 
ENGAGE. ADVOCATE. ENHANCE.



Resources to help you in your new 
role as the OAPCE Representative 

OAPCE Twitter:@oapceontario
Facebook: www.facebook.com/oapceontario
www.oapce.org
oapce@oapce.on.ca
halton@oapce.org

OAPCE Partners and Stakeholders OAPCE website

Parents4Parents Newsletter OAPCE website

Halton CDSB Regional Webpage OAPCE website

School Board Website Halton https://www.hcdsb.org/





Questions? 



Closing Prayer
Loving God and Father,

We are privileged to have been given the responsibility as parents to be partners in 

the education of our children and students in our Catholic Schools.

Give us patience and a sense of humour, because it takes time to teach our children 

the skills necessary to solve problems.

As we journey to build a peaceful community, let us remember that the very essence 

of who we are is based on the principle that your son Jesus lives within each of us.

Amen.




